BYLAWS 

OF THE LOUISIANA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION

PUBLIC LIBRARY SECTION

ARTICLE I

Name

     The name of this section shall be Louisiana Library Association Public Library Section (LLA-PLS.)

ARTICLE II

Purposes

     The purposes of this section shall be to represent the public libraries of Louisiana, to promote their development and effectiveness and to encourage professionalism and growth of their members.

ARTICLE III

Membership

    Section 1.  The membership of this section shall be composed of those who, upon payment of their annual dues in the Louisiana Library Association, designate the Public Library Section as one of their sectional preferences.

    Section 2.  The membership year shall run from July 1 through June 30.

ARTICLE IV

Officers

     Section 1.  The officers of this section shall be Chair, Vice-Chair, Secretary,

and Parliamentarian all of whom shall be members in good standing of LLA-PLS.

     Section 2.  Officers shall serve a term of one year.  Exception being the Vice-Chair who shall serve two years one as Vice-Chair and one as Chair.

     Section 3.  These officers shall perform the duties as prescribed by the Louisiana Library Association Manual, these By-laws, and the Parliamentary authority adopted by the LLA-PLS.

A.   Duties of the Chair

        (1)     The Chair shall preside at meetings of the section and its Executive Council, and shall have general supervision over the affairs of the PLS.

         (2)     Immediately after the annual election the Chair shall notify the LLA President, Executive Director and the PLS officers of the names of the newly elected officers of the section for the next year.

         (3)     The Chair shall notify the Association President and the LLA Conference Program Sub-Committee Chair about plans for the Public Library Section meeting at the annual conference in time for the program to be included in the general conference program.

         (4)     The Chair shall attend the LLA Executive Board meetings as a voting member.

         (5)     The Chair shall submit an activity report of the section, and bills incurred to the President of the Association not later than June 15.

         (6)     The retiring Chair shall turn over pertinent correspondence and records to his successor.  Records no longer of current value shall be deposited in the official archives of the Association which are housed at the State Library of Louisiana.
         (7)     The Chair shall appoint chairs of such committees as he may think necessary to carry on the work of the section.

B.  Duties of the Vice-Chair
        (1)     The Vice-Chair shall act for the Chair during the Chair's absence or inability and shall serve as Chair-elect.

         (2)     The Vice-Chair shall be responsible for planning the program to be presented at the sectional meeting of the annual conference.  As the person responsible for the program, the vice-chair shall function as an ex-officio member of the LLA Conference Program Sub-committee. Vice-Chair shall serve as Chair the following year.
C.  Duties of the Secretary

         (1)     The Secretary shall keep the minutes of the section meeting and its Executive Council meetings.

         (2)     The Secretary shall conduct the correspondence incumbent to the office and have custody of all current records and correspondence belonging to the section.

(3)      The Secretary shall submit a report of the annual meeting of the section to the editor of Louisiana Libraries following the annual conference.

D.  Duties of the Parliamentarian

          (1)     The Parliamentarian shall rule on order and procedure at all business meetings of the section and its Executive Council.

              Robert's Rules of Order shall be the parliamentary authority on all matters not covered by the Louisiana Library Association Manual and the by-laws of this section.

           (2)    The Parliamentarian shall serve as chair of the By-laws Committee and propose any necessary changes in Bylaws.

     Section 4.  A Nominating Committee composed of the Vice-Chair and  three Public Library Committee members appointed by the Chair shall submit a dual slate of officers by mail with the ballots for LLA officers.  A majority of the ballots cast officially in accordance with the election regulations shall be necessary to elect.

     Section 5.  Officers shall assume their offices on the first day of July following their election.

ARTICLE V

Executive Council

     The officers of this section shall constitute the Public Library Section Executive Council which shall have power to act for the section in intervals between meetings including the filling of vacancies in office and, under the direction of the Vice-Chair shall have the responsibility of planning the program to be presented at the sectional meeting of the annual conference.

ARTICLE VI

Meetings

     Section 1.  The Annual meeting of the Louisiana Library Association Public Library Section shall take place during the annual conference of the Association and in the same locality.

     Section 2.  Unless otherwise ordered by the LLA-PLS Executive Council those LLA-PLS members who are present at the annual meeting shall constitute a quorum.

ARTICLE VII
Committees

     Section 1.  All committees shall be composed of members of the LLA-PLS in good standing who shall serve until their successors have taken office or until the committee is dissolved.

     Section 2.  Committees shall be created by the Public Section Chair as needed.  The  Chair shall appoint all committee Chairs who shall then appoint, with approval of the Section Chair, members of their respective committees.

     Section 3.  Committee chairs shall submit a written report of their activities to the organization at the Annual Conference.

ARTICLE VIII
Amendments

     These By-laws can be amended only at the annual meeting of the LLA-PLS by a two-thirds vote provided the amendment has been submitted to the membership at lease thirty days prior to the annual meeting.

Approved March 16, 2000  

